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Resignation
of the pope
hits USD
By Janeth Cervantes
CONTRIBUTOR
Nearly coinciding with the
beginning of the Lenten season this
year, Pope Benedict XVI decided
to give up the papacy. On Feb.
11, Benedict XVI announced his
resignation to Roman Catholics
around the world. At a more
microscopic level, the Catholic USD
community felt the effects of this
event as well.
The resignation of Benedict
XVI marks the first time that a pope
has stepped down from this position
in modern history. The last pope
who resigned was Pope Gregory XII
almost 600 years ago in 1415 to help
end the Western schism of the church.
Monsignor Daniel Dillabough,
the vice president of university
mission and ministry, was shocked to
hear about the resignation.
"I think everyone was caught off
guard and surprised," said Dillabough.
"Since it has not happened in so long
and in these circumstances, traditions
and processes have to be tweaked or
created."
Senior Cait Dub said that she
was also shocked by the resignation
of Benedict XVI, and that it will
have implications for USD's Roman
Catholic community.
"[I] was unaware that the pope
could retire in such a manner," Dub
said. "It has definitely shaken the faith
in the catholic people."
Benedict XVI's decision to resign
was voluntary. In the past, popes
including Gregory XII have resigned
because of scandals or bribes.
Benedict XVI, however, said that his
resignation involves age and health.
Throughout the years some
Catholics have noticed the tolls Pope
Benedict's health has taken on him.
"Arthritis
has
made
him
increasingly hesitant in his gait,
unsteady on his feet." said Phil
Lawler from Catholicculture.org. "He
has needed more frequent pauses for
rest." Nevertheless, "he has continued
to keep a demanding schedule of
meetings with his staff, with other
bishops, and with visiting dignitaries;
public and private audiences; writing
and speaking; and even occasional
trips abroad."
Despite this, Junior Meredith
Foy did not understand why the
pope decided to retire, when no other
modem pope has made that decision.
"He made a commitment,"
Foy said. She believes that as pope
he should be indebted to keep that
commitment.
Dillabough thinks that USD's
Catholic roots should remain the same
See CATHOLIC, Page 2

Hannah Bucklin/TheVista

TheTorero baseball team played against the San Diego State Aztecs to a sold-out crowd at the brand-new Fowler Park.TheToreros were defeated 8-1 by the Aztecs, but that could
not quell the crowds excitement over the new park.

New ballpark, new season

Toreros fall to
Aztecs in historic
season opener

Grand opening of
Fowler Park brings
a packed house

By Hunter Jameson

By Hannah Bucklin

CONTRIBUTOR

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Torero baseball team opened
up its 2013 campaign against crosstown rival in the San Diego State
University Aztecs.
After months of construction and
hard work, Fowler Park was unveiled
to the players and fans of San Diego
USD baseball. Turner Construction
Company finished this $13.8 million
gem just before the opening game,
giving one of the nation's top collegiate
baseball programs a stadium worthy
of its prestige.
A special ceremony was held for
University of San Diego USD legend
John Cunningham. Cunningham has
been a member of the Torero family
since 1962, serving as whether as
baseball coach, basketball coach,
intramurals director and
other
positions for USD.
The foundation of his legacy is

Devon Beck
CONTRIBUTOR
Baseball was only one component
of Friday night's season opener at
USD. The newly finished Fowler Park,
a $13.8 million ballpark, opened to a
sold out audience who were not only
there to watch the game but also to
marvel at the new stadium.
The grand opening of Fowler Park
had it all, including free apparel, free
food and coverage by Fox Sports and
ESPN.
The sold out stands were filled
with colorful signs and cheering
students. The new stadium brought out
USD's school spirit and excitement
within the audience.
"The new stadium is a great
addition for USD athletics as it will
See PARK, Page 2

Sophomores Cameron Willig and Megan Cavano enjoy the "Torero Deck," which included
concessions and a tailgate party hosted byTorero Program Board.

See OPENER, Page 20

Sullivan accepts presidency at Minnesota university
By Leeza Earl
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy c

Julie Sullivan will give up her position as Executive Vice President and Provost at USD
to become the first female and unordained president of the University of St.Thomas in St.
Paul, Minnesota.

USD's Executive Vice President
and Provost Julie Sullivan will be the
first woman and lay president at the
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul,
Minnesota.
She will be the 15th president
of the university, and she will leave
her post at USD at the end of this
semester.
"When I first heard that [I was
selected], I think I really had a lot of
pride in the University of St. Thomas
and their leaders," Sullivan said. "I
was really proud they had the courage
and boldness to say we want to be the
best Catholic university we can be and
we will search for the best leader we
can find."
In a winter meeting, University
of
St.
Thomas'
presidential

search committee consisting of
trustees, faculty and staff members
recommended Sullivan to lead the
university. In a final vote on Thursday,
February 14 of this year, UST declared
Sullivan president.
Despite the fact that USD will
be losing one of its highest-priority
employees, senior Francesca Murillo
showed pride that Sullivan was
selected for the position.
"The fact that Provost Julie
Sullivan was chosen for this position
shows a great deal of respect for
USD and our core values," Murillo
said. "Being open to a woman's
perspective is a great opportunity for
growth in Catholic institutions like
[the University of St. Thomas]."
The University of St. Thomas
was founded in 1885 as an all-male
catholic liberal arts institution. It later
became co-ed in 1977. UST has had
14 presidents, all of which have been
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male and priests.
Sullivan has been at USD for 8
years.
She is currently responsible for
the University's 2011 designation as
an Ashoka U Changemaker Campus,
all academics in the College of Arts
and Sciences and the Schools of
Law, Nursing, Leadership, and Peace
and Justice, as well as many more
divisions of USD's administration.
In a press release. President Mary
Lyons praised Sullivan's work with
the university.
"Dr. Sullivan's contributions to
the growth and development of our
University are abundantly evident,"
Lyons said in the press release. "As
our chief academic officer, Julie
established the Joan B. Kroc School
of Peace Studies and she is currently
launching the Shiley-Marcos School
See SULLIVAN, Page 2
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Fowler Park grand opening
New $13 million baseball stadium opens to a sold out crowd
PARK, continued from Front Page

By Matt Hose
NEWS EDITOR
Oh, the contradictions! The
fabricated history! The false futuretelling!
Like many other people, I came
to college thinking that I would learn
and understand more about the world
around me. I thought that some wise
mentor would take me under his wing
as his protege, would train me in his
holy SocratiC method to understand
the cosmos and maybe even take me
to the top of the Himalayas once or
twice to have a good old-fashioned
Buddhist vision.
The reality of college life has
proven different. As I progress
through my college years and learn
more, I understand less. Or, as
Socrates himself put it, "All I know is
that I know nothing."
So, why am I thinking of these
things now? Well, the semester has
gotten a few weeks deep. Everyone has
developed a routine with their classes,
with going to parties on Saturdays and
with a morning blueberry muffin at Tu
Mercado (or maybe that's just me)+.
As all of these things occur, the
contradictions of my classes begin
to take shape. I start to realize that
my teachers are not all-seeing, allknowing demigods, but that they
are at times just as confused as I
am. I see that one class has several
different theories and ways of looking
at the course material. And, most
importantly, I see that the content of
two classes tell opposing stories about
the world.
The most prominent contradiction
for me this semester appears in an
international relations course and
a Spanish course involving Latin
America.
In the international relations
course, we are essentially learning
about two different mindsets to
have when approaching the subject:
liberalism and realism. The former
says that we should promote
democracy throughout the world; the
latter says that we should do whatever
is in our best interest. However, what
I have gathered from the few weeks
of this class and from what I have
read of 21st century writers, is that
both liberalism and realism lead to the
same conclusion: that America should
be a big-brother state, holding the
hands of backwards states while we
plant the flag of democracy on foreign
soil.
That all sounds peachy, and it
makes sense to me in the context of
that classroom and in the context of
world politics. But then the Monday
sun goes down, the Tuesday sun comes
up and my Spanish class begins.
There, we learn about the
conquista of Central and South
America.
Though
history
has
euphemized this period in history with
tales of the bravery of Columbus and
the art of discovery, the truth is that
the Spaniards brutalized, enslaved
and often murdered indigenous
populations for their resources.
The Spanish government then
justified this slaughter through a
document called the "Requerimiento,"
which contains language as lofty as the
Constitution. However, it essentially
tells the indigenous populations of
America to either bow down to the
Spanish crown or witness the murder
of their entire population, the rape
of their women, and the blame for
all of this placed on the murdered
themselves.
Then, my Spanish teacher draws
the comparison to the present, during
which America is planting the flag
of democracy on what we might
call "barbaric soils." Moreover, we
assume that we know what is best for
the brutes of those countries. We drop
bombs from drones and somehow we
think we are spreading the ideas of a
better world. After seeing a not-toodistant history that looks remarkably
similar to this present, it is difficult to
say that we should invade the Middle
East, let alone anywhere at all in the
world in the context of this class.
The conflicting viewpoints of
two classes present themselves on a
chessboard in my head. The pieces
move, hoping to get the upper-hand
on the other side. But, alas! I am my
own best opponent, and the match
ends in a stalemate, with me none the
wiser.

R.IJP . Mitch

bring more students to games,"
sophomore Cameron Willig said.
USD students, parents, children,
faculty and pro scouts were present as
the Toreros took on their cross-town
rivals, the San Diego State University
Aztecs. To start off the night's game,
the Choral Scholars sang the national
anthem. Following the performance,
Ron and Alexis Fowler, the main
benefactors of the park, gave a speech.
They said that they were honored to
be able to contribute to USD athletics.
As the executive chairman of the San
Diego Padres, Ron Fowler has been
involved with San Diego sports for the
past four decades.
He donated most of the $13.8
million for the construction of Fowler
Park. Being the chair of USD's board
of trustees and having a daughter who
graduated from USD, he has close ties
with the university.
Built in a little over nine months,
the stadium is far different from
Cunningham Stadium, the old baseball
field that Fowler Park replaced.
One of the most obvious additions
is the lights. Cunningham Stadium did
not have lights, which limited games to
the day time. Now with the installation
of stadium lighting, the team can have
night games.
The new stadium also boasts a
capacity that can reach 3,000 fans, a
clubhouse and a mini baseball field
called the "Torero Deck."
This new deck offers children
the chance to play their own game
of baseball and is part of the standing
section. The standing section is
composed of food booths and room for
students to watch the game.
Torero Program Board hosted a
tailgate on the Torero Deck to help

During the grand opening of Fowler Park, students enjoy concessions and the baseball game at the "Torero Deck," which provides a
unique location for students to watch the game.

show off the stadium and get students
excited for the game.
Sophomore Allison Heinrich was
one of the students who piled in to get a
free t-shirt and get in on the action.
"I'm excited to go to the game
to see the new stadium and just the
whole atmosphere since it feels more
like a professional stadium now,"
Heinrich said. "I think the new stadium
will attract more people to the games
because it makes it more fun to go."
Sophomore Graylen McGinley
was also very impressed with the new
stadium.
"I am so excited to watch a game

in the new stadium," McGinley said. "I
love baseball to begin with, and I think
the new stadium is gorgeous. They did
such a nice job."
Just as the fans of the Toreros
enjoyed the new stadium, the players
also were enthusiastic about Fowler
Park.
For some, this was their first time
as collegiate athletes to play under
the lights to a sold out audience in a
professional stadium.
Sophomore Andrew Daniel, the
middle infielder for the Toreros, thinks
Fowler Park will help increase the
attendance at baseball games.

"I really hope that the new stadium
will increase school spirit because
playing in front of our peers is fun,"
Daniel said. "Hopefully it will give our
school something to be proud about.
Also, I think we might get more support
due to the night games we will have,
since our old field did not have lights."
With the new lights the team hopes
to attract more viewers and utilize the
extra practice time.
"Our team is going to continue to
work harder and get better as the season
progresses," Daniel said. "So come out
to beautiful Fowler Park and have fun
watching your Torero baseball team."

Papal vacancy
Resignation of Pope Benedict
XVI brings uncertainty to
USD's Roman Catholic identity
CATHOLIC, continued from Front
Page

Freshman Elicia Garcia enjoys last week's issue ofThe Vista after dinner at the Student
Life Pavilion.

even with the pope's resignation.
He predicted that there will be no
problems with this new transition.
"As a Catholic university, the
expectations of how we live out our
mission are already laid out in Church
documents and the history of Catholic
education,"
Dillabough
higher
said. "The Pope's resignation will
more likely affect those with major
positions in the Vatican."
Dillabough suggested that the
USD community find "some renewal

of faith that the new Holy Father will
engender as he begins his pontificate."
He said that the USD community
should pray that the new Pope is a
thoughtful one and that he addresses
all concerns of the church.
Dillabough also said that this
papal
resignation
provides
an
opportunity for the USD community
and especially students.
"Look at the church in the world
and...reflect on how it can live out the
mission Christ has entrusted to it," he
said.
Pope Benedict's resignation will
take effect Feb. 28 of this year.

Sullivan to become university president in Minnesota
SULLIVAN, continued from Front

Page
of Engineering."
Sullivan
currently
holds
an
undergraduate, Master's and PhD in
Business and Accounting from the
University of Florida.
From 1998 to 2006, Sullivan
served as a research associate of
the National Bureau of Economic

the many career lessons that USD
has given her to the University of St.
Thomas.
"University of St. Thomas is
very much like the University of San
Diego," Sullivan said. "The emphasis
on student learning [at] USD will
always be a part of me."
Sullivan's last day at USD will
be June 30, and she will begin her
new position at the University of St.

To the incoming provost: you
are walking into a very exciting
job, [at a] very exciting univer
sity at a very exciting time"
-Julie Sullivan
Research.
a
leading
nonprofit
economic research organization in the
United States.
Sullivan was also a professor
at the University of California,
San Diego at the Rady School of
Management.
USD was the first private and
catholic university at which Sullivan
worked.
She said that she plans to bring

Thomas on July 1.
She will replace current president
Dennis Denase, who will be retiring
after serving 22 years as president.
Despite her new job, Sullivan
looks fondly upon her past several
years at USD.
"To the incoming provost: you
are walking into a very exciting job,
[at a] very exciting university at a
very exciting time," Sullivan said.

Hannah Bucklin/TheVista

Exexutive vice president and Provost Julie Sullivan sits in her office in the Hughes
administration Center. She will give up this position to become the first female and lay
president of the University of St.Thomas in Minnesota.
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Location: CAMINO HALL
At approximately 6:25 p.m.
Public Safety responded to
a report of vandalism. Upon
investigation, damage to a
wall was discovered on
February 11 between 8:30
and 9:15 a.m.

Location: JENNY CRAIG
PAVILION
At approximately 5:45 p.m.
Public Safety responded to
a report of a theft. Upon
investigation, a student's
unsecured iPhone was
stolen from a cubby hole on
February 14 between 1
p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
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Location: HAHN
UNIVERSIY CENTER
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Location: PALOMAR HALL

At approximately 8:55 a.m.
Public Safety responded to
a report of a theft. Upon
investigation, a student's
unsecured laptop was
stolen from the women's
restroom on February 13 at
approximately 8:55 a.m.

Location: MANCHESTER
VILLAGE
At approximately 12:15
p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of a
theft. Upon investigation, a
student's secured bicycle
was removed from the bike
rack between February 14
at approximately 8 p.m. and
February 15 at
approximately 11:00 a.m.

Location: CUYAMACA
COURTYARD

At approximately 8:49 p.m.
Public Safety responded to a
report of a possible drug
violation. Upon investigation,
one student was found in
possession of a controlled
substance, and a second
student was cited for
possession of marijuana.
SDPD responded to the
scene and arrested one
student for being in
possession of a controlled
substance.

At approximately 10:07
a.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of a
theft. Upon investigation, a
student's secured bicycle
was removed from the bike
rack between February 12
at approximately 2:30 p.m.
and February 13 at
approximately 9 a.m.

Location: CAMINO HALL

Location: CAMINO HALL

At approximately 10:48
p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student
was determined to be
unable to care for himself
and he was transported to
the hospital.

At approximately 11:38
p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student
was determined to be
unable to care for himself
and he was transported to
the hospital.

Anyone having information regarding these incidents please contact Public Safety at 619-260-7777.
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Ignorant bliss

By Nick Dilonardo
OPINION EDITOR
As part of the New York Times'
philosophy blog "The Stone," Adam
Etinson recently offered a piece titled
"Of Cannibals, Kings and Culture:
The Problem of Ethnocentricity." In
it, Etinson discusses the problem of
Ethnocentrism.
"Ethnocentrism - our culture's
tendency to twist our judgement in favor
of homegrown beliefs and practices
and against foreign alternatives - is
not, I take it, a phenomenon in need
of further empirical confirmation,"
Etinson writes.
Ethnocentrism strikes at the heart of
our will to community, or our tendency
to do or say that which we know will be
accepted or understood by those of our
neighborhood or community. I know
when you say "tree," you and I mean
the same thing. I tend to hope that when
her and I say "cheating" we mean the
same thing.
How do we escape this tendency?
Courtesy ot Maya Mancuso
Should we? What it says to me is that Above.The British Museum of Natural History sits under freshly fallen snow as just one of many attractions for students to visit abroad.
our sense of right and wrong, as I've
long since believed having come from
a family of lawyers, is fairly arbitrary,
subject to the moment, and flexible. I
don't hold much stock in the command
"Would you mind opening the be hard to remember that it's okay to
abroad."
ByTaylor Milam
"thou shalt not kill" because I can think
There were many warnings, boot for me?" Luke said. "My dad's feel sad, confused or in transition.
CONTRIBUTER
of thousands of times when I think
In a Psychology Today article
explanations and nuggets of advice face said, 'A boot? What on Earth did
violence is appropriate. As President
The choice to study abroad is about returning to America, but nothing you just say?!' He did not know the about sadness, psychologist Dr. Seltzer
Obama noted in his speech upon continually praised. USD endlessly can quite prepare you for the real deal.
London vernacular for trunk is boot.
explains the ironic nature of society's
accepting his Nobel Peace Prize, living promotes it, constantly citing the fact
Everyone returning from studying expectations of our actions.
The truth is that returning can
up to the words of this command or that we are ranked number one in the feel like a slap across the face, and abroad has experienced
"Perhaps the final irony in all this
similar
Gandhi's non-violence dictate can be nation. Students tend to gush about above all, overwhelmingly sad. The moments. Whether they are funny, is that, culturally, it's considered stoical
difficult, even impossible.
their experiences, noting how much it
adventure of a lifetime just came to embarrassing or sad, they're an integral to hold in our...emotions," Seltzer
"I know there's nothing weak changed their lives.
an end. What comes next? Your life part of readjusting to American culture. writes. "Not to show vulnerability
— nothing passive — nothing naive —
But what happens after returning changed, you changed, but you are now
There is no easy way to readjust is typically viewed as a strength, a
in the creed and lives of Gandhi and from this magical and life altering expected to resume the old life you left to being back home. It can seem 'demonstration' of character. But in
King," Obama said. "But as a head of experience? To put it bluntly: nothing. behind.
impossible to reconcile the inner reality the major motives in hiding our
state sworn to protect and defend my
Before leaving London this past
Sometimes the changes are funny, changes that occurred abroad while emotions are fear-based."
nation, I cannot be guided by their semester, the study abroad students even comical. Senior Luke Stager also juggling school, jobs, internships
Don't be afraid to talk about the
examples alone. I face the world as were emailed a "Returnee Handbook" who returned from studying abroad and the demands of daily life.
sadness of being back, the confusion
it is, and cannot stand idle in the face about readjusting to life in America. in London last spring tells the story of
Perhaps the first step is simply due to so many changes and the
of threats to the American people... A The handbook reads, "...feelings of meeting his father at the airport upon admitting that it's hard, and after all, inevitable uncertainty about the future.
non-violent movement could not have loss are an integral part of international return. Luke's hands were filled with there is no shame in sadness. In the era Chances are that even the person
halted Hitler's armies."
sojourns and must be anticipated and luggage when he arrived at the car with of excessively happy Facebook statuses tweeting about their "best day ever"
Between the dictate of a moral expected as a natural result of study his father.
and boastful Instagram photos, it can can relate.
absolute, Obama stakes his middle
ground. But how then, if he does
not subscribe to an absolute moral
standard, does he make decisions? He
does it through an appreciation of the
moment, and context.
There is an ancient, anonymous
Pre-Socratic Greek text titled "The
Disso Logio" that deals with this
consideration of context and morality.
"And illness is bad for the sick
but good for the doctors," s/he writes.
"And death is bad for those who die,
but good for the undertakers and the
gravediggers... furthermore, it is bad
for everyone else, but good for the
blacksmiths if a tool corrodes or loses
its sharp edge or gets broken to pieces."
Good or bad aren't essential or
inherent but depend on perspective.
As Virginia Woolf once wrote, "one
wanted fifty pairs of eyes to see."
If we live our lives without an
appreciation of multiple perspectives,
we are limited and ignorant. It'd be like
surrounding ourselves in a sorority or
fraternity of people who are all just like
us. What would be the point? We come
to know who we are through difference,
just as we come to know what is good
and bad depending on where we stand.
If our values and ourselves don't come
up against resistance, then what good
are they? Without embracing other
perspectives and trying new things,
our lives are cloaked in ignorance and
ethnocentric bias. Without difference
or challenging our values, we lose
perspective.
Sure, you would then be very
sure of yourself, always trusting
yourself and your views to be right.
Although not always sexy, self-doubt
is crucial. Without entertaining the
distinct possibility that someone
else could be right, how is your
position strengthened? Without trying
something new, how can you learn
anything? You know the type: they eat
nothing but McDonalds abroad, and
cling to Budweiser even in a London
C O U R T E S Y OT iviaya Mancuso
pub. Sure, they're sure of themselves,
Above: A group of students and Professor Stoll enjoy the view of the London Eye as they pose for the camera while in London over break.
hut they'll never know jfvthipg else

Studying abroad and coming back

'views expressed fn the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or Its student body.
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When is it okay for to judge Judy? Or:
An assessment of the ethics ofpassing judgement in
light of self-doubt, ethnocentric tendencies and
the power of multiple perspectives.
By Nick Dilonardo
OPINION EDITOR
When is it appropriate to pass
judgement? Is it ever fair to judge? And
whether it is or it isn't, why do we do
it at all?
Some of us have an inherent
will to judge. We exhibit that trait
when we take the Myers Briggs
Personality Type Indicator. It's a mode
of thought, a certain vein of thinking,
one that constitutes placing value upon
something. Isn't that what a judgement
is? Aren't they the outcome of what
value we place on something or
someone, whether positive or negative?
Some of us think through our
judgements. Some
use
rational
arguments to provide some semblance
of validity to our passing of judgement,
to our evaluating some thought, some
idea, some person. It could be as small
as a person's cuticle. It can be as large
as their size. It frames how we look at
people, whether we think we can help
it or not. And at least with some, it's
inherent, frequent, near constant. For
some, it's breathing. And at a place
like USD, it's being a fish in the sea,
swimming up current on Alcala Park,
passing person after person, surrounded
in as much water as people to judge. Do
we fight against the impulse to judge or
do we embrace it?
Is it wrong to judge? Just like the
limits we place on people - what we are
willing to accept, what we aren't; what
we are willing to take, and what we
will leave - judgements serve to define
lines: those that we will not cross, those
we will, and those that appear to us as
lines at all.
We judge people for their political
affiliations. We judge them for their
reaction to events or news. We judge
them for drinking or smoking pot.
Without judgement, we rely simply
on always accepting, without taking
a stance. How are we defined if not
by those things we choose to do or
not do? If we simply check the herd,
see what's cool and go on, doing
whatever is accepted in the name of
social convenience, then that are we?
"Sheep" comes to mind.
We may judge others negatively.
We may even judge the act of judging
negatively. But what means more: the
admiration of a person who professes
to abstain from judging anyone? Or
that which comes from someone who
defines what they like and don't like
in people, someone who thinks about
these things and has answers, a product
of their judgemental self?
We may be consumed in our
judgement. When surrounded by
those we loathe, that resentment
and frustration is hardly healthy or
attractive. Painful as it can be to be
different in a place of homogeneity,
and as tempting as it can be to fit in and
save oneself the risk of rejection, there
exists hope and strength in persevering
to be oneself in spite of others. It was
precisely this to which the poet e.e.
cummings referred in his famous quote
about being yourself. A girl once wrote
it on my pong table as a signature. It
stood out against the others.
"To be nobody but yourself in a
world which is doing its best day and

night to make you like everybody else
means to fight the hardest battle which
any human being can fight and never
stop fighting," Cummings wrote.
People will tell you that when you
want to judge, hold back. Don't judge
someone without walking in their
shoes, or something like that. That may
be fair. So what's the standard?
When is it ethical to pass
judgement? And upon what does it
depend?

Emanuel moved on from the White
House - leaving the President with a
staff comprised of closer insiders and
smaller egos - was he free to exercise
his own will and trust himself again.
And now, as an article by Jackie
Calmes last week's New York Times
points out, the President is quite
comfortable in his own skin, especially
after the election.
"He is relaxed, more voluble and
even more confident than usual, these

film "Match Point" demonstrates, there
is just too much luck in this world for
any of us to have the absurdly egotistic
notion that we are the sole arbiters of
our fate. Without free will, there is no
reason to ever be anxious. All we need
to do is relax, and be us. We're fated by
our nature. Some people call this "softdeterminism."
We are who we are, Nietzsche
would argue and I concur, and blessed
with both reason and instinct. Some of us

repress our instinct. Some of us repress
our reason. Some of us should really
trust our gut. Others, not so much. But
those of us who are fairly rational, those
of us who consider ourself reasonable
thinkers, shouldn't we trust ourselves?
Shouldn't the gut of a rational person
be a reasonable place to check when
making decisions? Philosophers like
Immanuel Kant will tell you "no," but
he had no understanding of moment or
intuition. He believed the right thing to
do, the "good" thing to do even, was
always the most logical, and the thing
that everyone would or ought to do
in any given situation. It's called the
categorical imperative.
Judgement doesn't work as an
imperative, I think. I don't believe in
moral absolutes. Judgement to me is

What if it's something like a drug,
or booze? I remember the first time I
drank alcohol. It was after-school and
some girl put me up to it. My mom
was coming home soon, so I spit it out
when she wasn't looking. It wasn't the
right moment.
Later, at the bonfire to mark the
end of freshman year of high school, I
was offered a red cup of mostly soda
and some booze. It was sunset. I was
with my oldest friends, surrounded by
company. There was a risk: I could
have been caught, I guess. But, after
consulting the moment, and my rational
knowledge of the vastly unlikely
chance of being singly arrested, I made
my decision. In the words of Gonzo
journalist Hunter Thompson, I had to
decide whether to "buy the ticket and
take the ride."
What if it's a drug? What
even constitutes a drug? Caffeine
technically counts. If I've never tried
caffeine, I can rationally consult my
theoretical knowledge of the drug, as
my empirical knowledge is lacking.
I can consult knowledge of how its
ingested, digested, and its effects on
the human body. Even then, however, I
have no way to truly know what could
happen when I use it. It brings to mind
the words of Dr. Dre facing a similar
situation.
"I just took some ecstasy, ain't no
telling what the side effects will be,"
the Dr. raps.
Here, the side effects to which Dr.
Dre refers are unknown, in the sense
that he does not know how he will
handle the drug. However, one of the
possible outcomes of Dre's decision
could be death. It is possible to die the

only ethical with an appreciation of
context, and experience. Without a will
to experience new things, judgements
are simply ignorant and shallow. And
who wants to be that way?
So how does one weigh the pros
and cons of making a decision like
trying something new? If its guacamole,
if the worst that happen is that you
spit the food out, I think you're hard
pressed to come up with a reason not to
try it. If you are at an incredibly fancy
dinner and not swallowing the food is
not an option, perhaps then you don't
try something that you've been warned
is of strong flavor.
Yes, there are exceptions, but this
is how we make decisions, or how we
should at least. We use our reason. We
determine the possible negative and
positive consequences: tasty, or putrid.
At that point, what is left for us is to
account for the moment, which is what
the example of the fancy restaurant
does. Judgements and decisions must
be made in appreciation of the moment.
Otherwise, we are making decisions in
a vacuum that does not exist, like Kant.

first time one uses ecstasy. Further, the
physical side effects of the drug on the
brain are real, in comparison to the
claims of brain damage made about
cannabis.
However, without some universal
sense of right or wrong he holds on to,
Dr. Dre is forced to make a decision.
Without some general rule like "What
would Jesus do" or a categorical
imperative to follow, decision making
can take some work.
We can use our reason to evaluate
the outcomes. We can consult our
experience to inform us. But at the end
of the day, we have to actually make
a decision. At that point, some of us
will trust our intuition. For some of
us, like George Costanza on Seinfeld,
whose life remarkably changes for the
better after he starts doing the exact
opposite of what he would normally
do in any situation, we should not trust
our intuition. But for those of us that
do, how do we defend it? Should we
have to? And for those of us who don't,
how do you have time for all the moral
arithmetic?

Is it wrong to judge? Just like the limits we place on people what we are willing to accept, what we arent; what we are
willing to take, and what we will leave - judgements serve to
define lines: those that we will not cross, those we will, and
those that appear to us as lines at all.
When it comes to, I don't know,
guacamole let's say, how can one pass
judgement? I don't know about you,
but when my little sister refused to
try guacamole because it was lumpy
and green, I had a fit. Looking back,
I probably overreacted, but the idea
that she would refuse to try something
because it was new or "strange"
infuriated me. Ignorance of that form
is unconscionable to me, and my little
sister is simply too brilliant for that kind
of willful naivete. If something cannot
kill you by trying it, then what is the
harm? And what kind of person refuses
to try something simply because it's
new or different? What kind of mindset
or mentality does that require? Is that
healthy, let alone attractive?
Without experience, it's difficult
to judge. Without empirical data, one
has to rely on rationality or intuition.
The Greek god Apollo was the god of
reason. That same god was also the god
that set limits on women, the same god
and concept that stood in opposition to
Dionysius, a god of femininity and of
the unbridled power of intuitive and
creative thought. Between these two
concepts, between reason and intuition,
one can come to a judgement. It'll
come through either theory, or through
your gut.
Some people intuitively judge, and
are quite proud of it. One of the proudest
is George Bush. He touted himself as
a great decider. To decide, he used his
gut. President Obama is anything if
not hyper-theoretical and abstract to a
fault at times, the bulk of which Ron
Suskind's book "Confidence Men" can

people say, freer to drop profanities or
dismiss others' ideas — enough that
even some supporters fear the potential
for hubris," wrote Calmes.
But as Nietzsche would agree,
one can only relax after the fretting
over outcomes ends. We tend to fret
over outcomes, because we think
we have some kind of control over
them. We tend to place great value on
consequences, rather than on the will or
motivation behind the decisions that we
think lead to them. In utilitarian logic,
it is considered ethical or moral to do
something if the ends or consequences
of a decision measure out appropriately
on a scale.
In ethics, Prof. Schlessinger
used the example of Stalin, weighing
whether or not to suffer the deaths of
millions of civilians in his country, in
order to continue his fight against the
capitalists. If he won, he would have
achieved freedom from the capitalists
forever. Upon losing, the Soviet
Union and communism would and
did fall. For him, the ends outweighed
the means, meaning that because
of the opportunity to seize great
ends, it justified distasteful means.
This is the same way Jean Val Jean
justified stealing a loaf of bread in
"Les Miserables." For Jean, the ends
justified the means. But where does this
fascination with consequences lead us?
It leads to crippling anxiety. If you
truly believe you have control over the
outcome of each of your actions, it's
near impossible not to be seized by
indecision. Without faith in yourself
or God, attempting to weigh each

However, without some universal sense
of right or wrong,
Dr. Dre is forced to make a decision.
attest. Obama surrounded himself with
disparate voices, like Lincoln's "Team
of Rivals." He thought that if his team
litigated each decision to it's end
extent and then weighed the decision
rationally, it would lead to the best
consequence.
The result was inaction, trembling
indecision and a dissipation of his
presidential authority within his
own administration as a result. Only
after Lawrence Summers and Rahm

and every decision, doing the moral
calculus and weighing the pros and
cons, each and every decision becomes
crippling.
But the silly thing is free will
doesn't exist. It's a fabrication of
the church in order to hold people
accountable for their decisions. Heaven
and hell can't exist without free will.
To be damned or rewarded for a fate
ultimately beyond our control would be
absurd, or Calvinist. As Woody Allen's

aTo be nobody but yourself in a world
which is doing its best day and night
to make you like everybody else means
to fight the hardest battle which any
human being can fight and never stop
fightingf Cummings wrote.
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Discovering Associated Students
Leadership, Stewardship, and
Friendship
By Samantha Finegan
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
When I first came to USD, I
had no idea what Associated Students
was. I somehow missed everything
AS: their table at the Alcala Bazaar, the
people in the white polos at events, and
the AS logo on the many flyers posted
throughout campus. It wasn't until the
spring of my Junior year that I learned
about who actually ran USD elections
and the many events that I had attended.
My sister, Kaitlyn Finegan,
ran for the position of AS Residential
Senator; it was then that I saw a glimpse
of what Associated Students did. After
winning the election, my sister began
attending AS Senate meetings every
Thursday, where she engaged in
discussions and voted on key student
issues. She helped to mold ideas into
reality. She became a leader.
Although Senate represented
only a portion of the Associated
Students leadership team, she seemed
to know everyone in AS. She made
friends with AS directors, executives,
and even members of the Torero
Program Board, an event-planning
group that works closely with AS. It
showed me how united AS was—not
only as leaders, but also as friends. By
the end of my Junior year, I knew that I
wanted that same experience.
In spring, I attended an
informational regarding AS executive
positions. I learned that elections would

Courtesy of USD AS

Associated Students put their best face forward during Alcala Bazaar.

soon be occurring for the positions
of AS President, Vice President, and
Speaker of the Senate. I learned that
there would also be other positions
available later on in Spring: AS Senator
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expected. I met some of the most
driven, happy people at USD. I became
involved—I went from the person
asking about events to the person to
be asked! I began to actually enjoy
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positions and appointed positions.
I received an appointed
position as Director of Social Media
by the end of my Junior year. Since
then, I've grown so much more than

speaking in front of people. I learned
what it feels like to have people count
on you. My planner became a mess of
bubbles and time-slots and last-minute
scribbles. I learned how to manage
my time and utilize the best, relaxed
study-space on campus: the Student
Leadership and Involvement Center
(SLIC), which is actually open to all
students! I could go on and on about
all of the things that AS has given me,
but if 1 did, I would have little space to
explain what it could give to you.
AS will help you to step out
of your comfort zone until it becomes
your comfort zone. For some of you,
you may be comfortable already. In
either case, AS can be a fun, incredible,
enlightening experience. Here's how to
get there:
February 25th - Informational's
Week. Attend one of the following
informational meetings to learn about
open Associated Students positions
(President, Vice President, Speaker
of the Senate, and fifteen Academic
Senators):
Monday 2/25 @7:30pm Palomar
Lounge
Tuesday 2/26 @12:15pm SLIC
(SLP 320)
Wednesday 2/27 @7:30pm Maher
207
Thursday 2/28 @12:15pm SLIC
(SLP 320)
Thursday 2/28 @7:30pm Missions
Crossroads Lounge
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8 4

1
7

Correspondence should be sent to
tcabalse@usdvista.com with the subject
line "Letter to the Editor." Letters for the
up-coming edition are due Saturday by
p.m.
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Submissions should be limited to 500
words and must include verifiable contact
information. Letter content is subject to
editing for claritv and style.

The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.
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If you could rename any building on campus

Brendan Forghani

Sarah Walbridge

Spencer Montoya

JUNIOR

SOPHOMORE

SOPHOMORE

would rename Maher Hall
"Father Mike Village."

I would change the IPJ
and the JCP a little more
distinctly named because
their acronyms are easy to
mix up.

I would rename Olin
"Fortune 500."

Jaz Tinsley

Gus Avarello

Nathan Fleller

FRESHMAN

FRESHMAN

SENIOR

I would rename the SLP
"Mordor" because the lines
are frightening.

I would rename Missions
Cafe to "Ali Baba's Cave"
because I feel like people
are always smoking hookah
in front of it and it's turning
into a hookah lounge down
there.

Olin Hall should be
renamed "the Maserati
Parking Lot."

Flenri Hicks

Beau Osland

Chelsea Casserly

FRESHMAN

SENIOR

SOPHOMORE

I would name the UCs "the
Agora" because it's the
ancient Greek place where
people discussed politics
and business and I think it'd
be fitting for the UCs.

I'd rename Camino to
Swiss cheese because of so
many holes punched in the
walls.

I'd would name the
Barcelona "the Black Pearl"
because it's at the very •
bottom.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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College is
what you
make of it

By Kendall Tich
BUSINESS EDITOR
As more businesses begin to use social media, they are quickly feeling both the positive and negative effects of this new tool.

It is that time of year again when
high school seniors across the world are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of their
college acceptances or rejections.
Though some colleges notify high
school students throughout the year,
most colleges, including USD, will
notify them during the next six weeks.
As my younger brother awaits
the arrival of his application decisions,
I have begun to think back to my
experiences with college letters.
Although this seems like something
in our pasts, it was only within the last
four years that most of us were in this
same position.
The more I think about it, the more
I realize that I ended up at the school that
was best for both my academic abilities
and my goals as an individual.
However, I do still have those
"what if' moments, as do many of my
friends and fellow USD students.
The pressure of getting into that
perfect school with the best rankings
and reputation is still very real, even to
us as undergraduates.
In the next four years we will either
be putting more applications in for
those top graduate schools or we will be
applying to jobs with a USD degree.
As a current USD student, already
having made that decision to attend this
university, I've realized it's not all about
what school you attend. What is more
important is what you make of the four
years you have in college, no matter
where you go.
In 2012, USD was ranked 92nd
among "National Universities" by U.S.
News & World Report and 179th by
Forbes and Washington Monthly. In
2009, the National Center for Education
Statistics noted that there are 2,774 fouryear universities in the United States.
Out of those, only eight of them are
Ivy League schools, and only a handful
more are schools that are comparable to
those eight.
For many of us, USD was not
necessarily our top choice or the highest
ranked school to which we applied.
Within the past few years, we have
been continuously moving up. 92nd
out of over 2,000 schools in the U.S. is
certainly a very high ranking.
If you look at many fortune 500
companies, many of them hire graduates
from all types of schools, not just those
top Ivy League universities.
According to many CEOs of
those same companies, graduate
schools and fortune 500 corporations
are pulling more students from small,
private institutions than other types of
universities. Fortunately for us, USD
falls under that category.
Aside from attending a school that
will lead you to the best opportunities
after graduation, the college experience
is what you make of it.
USD can be that top school for any
one of us with involvement, positive
networking and high performance in
classes and extracurricular activities.
That involvement will transcribe
onto graduate school and job applications
and will be what recruiters to those top
schools and jobs are really looking for.
As my brother waits to hear back
from colleges, I can only hope that he
makes the decision that is best for his
dreams, independent of what some
ranking website says about the schools
to which he applied.
As the seniors anxiously await
this year's graduation, they too will
face the decision of what job to take or
what graduate school to attend. And in
two more years, I will face these same
decisions.
So I reave everyone with this: the
best possible school does not always
mean the school with the highest
rankings.
It is about what you make of the
experience—the clubs, classes and
activities you sign up for, the time
you spend
forming
relationships
with professors, and the friends and
connections you make during four of the
most important years of your life.

Mat er Arce/The Vista

The curse of social media that can
cure the corporate world
By James-Brandon
S. Christopher
STAFF WRITER
and
Kendall Tich
BUSINESS EDITOR
Just a couple of decades ago and
into the late 1990's most businesses
were still deciding whether or not they
should even have a website.
Fast forward to today, and not only
is a website an integral part in the bot
tom line of most businesses but a social
media presence has become their way
of becoming known and having costeffective marketing.
According to the report from the
Center for Marketing Research at the
University of Massachusetts Dart
mouth, more and more American com
panies are starting to use some form of
social media to communicate with their
customers.
This may make it easier for USD
students to get and keep jobs after col
lege, because they have a powerful tool
at their fingertips: the familiarity that
they already have with social media.
With spring and summer quickly
approaching, application deadlines for
jobs, schools and internships are near.
Because of these deadlines, the year
can start to become stressful early on
for college students. Freshmen, soph
omores and juniors are beginning to
think about and apply to possible jobs
and internships for the summer, and se
niors are looking for jobs after gradu
ation.
Fortunately, USD students may
have less to worry about if they use so
cial media to their advantage. Accord
ing to the Harvard Business Review,
only about 58 percent of American
companies currently use social media.
Additionally, only about 12 percent of
those companies are using social media
correctly and effectively. This means
that there are still many companies that

are failing to reach their target audi
ence.
This may be due in part to the
current generation that is leading these
large businesses. Many businesses see
America's youth as where the social
media knowledge lies, so it is no sur
prise that big businesses with the older
generations in charge are new to the so
cial media world.
Luckily for college students soon
entering into the business world, their
social media skills will be an important
asset.
"I'm hoping that the knowledge I
already have about social media like
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram will
help me be more appealing to employ
ers" said sophomore Brent Lyons. "I
think businesses are looking for young
people who can make their name more
popular through the use of the Inter
net". Employers tend to agree, many of
whom have been hiring college gradu
ates with ideas on how to give the com
pany a bigger online presence.
If you were to sign into Facebook
right now, you would most likely see
sponsored links on the side of your
screen. Under these sponsored links
you will find all of your Facebook
friends that like this company. This is a
strategic move on behalf of all of these
businesses, as they are aware of what
seeing what your friends like can do.
Typically, if someone sees that one
of their friends likes a certain product,
brand, etc., they will be more likely to
check out this product. "The exposure
to other friends' interest has a lasting
effect on you" said junior Ben Compton. He claims that something like
"liking Robertito's" has had an effect
on him, citing that a recollection of a
friend liking this restaurant made him
go there once.
We may not always have the mem
ory of someone "liking" something in
the forefront of our thinking, but when
considering an option this is typically
when these thoughts will resurface in
our minds.
Businesses have seen how the ef
fect of "word-of-mouth" can be very
positive (or negative) for their busi

ness. Unfortunately, social media can
also lead to controversies and public
criticisms of businesses and corpora
tions. Many large companies are be
ginning to think twice about firing
employees because of how quickly and
widely information spreads on social
media sites.
The Chelsea Welch controversy
continues with the joining together
of many St. Louis residents in a peti
tion to rehire her. Welch, a waitress at
Applebee's in Saint Louis, Missouri,
uploaded a photo to a social media site
of a receipt on which someone wrote,
"I give God 10%. Why do you get 18?"
on the gratuity line.
The customer who had written
this angrily contacted Applebee's, who
fired Welch right after for uploading
the photo. This has created a social me
dia controversy and has driven angry
customers to try to have Welch rehired
at Applebee's.This is just one example
of how corporations are beginning to
take precautions in their decisions to
fire employees.
Previously, companies had free
will to treat their employees and their
hiring and firing processes however
they pleased. Because of social media,
however, there is much more transpar
ency and issues like the Welch situa
tion have caused companies to change
many of their protocols and processes.
This transparency has forced
businesses to employ honest and fair
business practices because they have
become aware that their decisions
could end up on a social media site im
mediately after they are made.
Other corporations can learn
something from the mistakes that
Applebee's made which led to a lot of
public criticism. Many of these com
panies are guilty of being unaware of
how to properly use social media as
well.
Fortunately, America's current
youth are extremely knowledgeable in
the field of social media. This knowl
edge gives college graduates an edge
because they can popularize a compa
ny's brand on the Internet.
Many companies are hiring indi

viduals whose only purpose is to han
dle the social media of the company.
Using social media is the least ex
pensive way to get the word out, and
companies have been coming up with
creative ways to tap into this market.
Advertising and marketing costs
can run into the millions of dollars for
individual companies, and have proven
that sometimes it is not necessarily ef
fective unless they are able to create a
viral campaign. Capitalizing on these
two things has become very interesting
in recent years.
Recently, a video came out on
Youtube where a man walked across
the country. The whole video contained
snippets of this journey while showing
his jeans very briefly in each location
as he walked.
Many would agree that this was
a very cool video to watch and, as a
result, many people posted the link to
this video to their walls on Facebook
and Tweeted the link on Twitter. What
many people did not catch, though, was
that this was a campaign for Levi's.
Companies are doing a lot of inter
esting things in order to be the next vi
ral video and gain a lot of attention for
their products, and often times people
do not even know it.
As a direct result of today's depen
dence on social media, many compa
nies have been able to adapt to this new
medium of communication, and have
been able to gain great popularity as a
direct result.
As USD graduates move into the
business world, they take with them the
social media knowledge that they have
picked up throughout their youth.
For many companies that college
graduates will work for, social media
has become one of the most important
marketing tools and something that can
really benefit the company.
It is important to recognize, how
ever, both the costs and benefits of so
cial media and how it is helping busi
nesses but can also hurt them. One can
definitely assume that social media has
the ability to be great for business, as
long as the words circulating are in fa
vor of the company.

The big business alliance for
same sex marriage
Large American corporations are joining together in support of
gay marriage and the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act
By Kendall Tich
BUSINESS EDITOR
The Human Rights Campaign
recently announced the alliance of
large American corporations in the
fight for same sex marriage.
Its goal is to repeal the Defense of
Marriage Act which will give same-sex
married couples rights that they have
never had before.
The DOM A of 1996 is a federal
law that denies federal recognition of
same-sex marriages.
It also authorizes states to refuse to
recognize same-sex marriages licensed
in other state, meaning that if a gay
married couple moves from a state in
which same sex marriage is recognized
to a state where it is still illegal, they
can be denied the benefits of marriage.
With the Tina Beattie controversy
still looming in the minds of many
USD students, this is a way for the
LGBT community at USD and across
the country to sense the promise of
these large companies and recognize

their support.
Thirteen businesses have signed
the act so far, including eBay, Marriott
International and Armani Exchange.
More and more corporations have
become increasingly supportive of this
cause and are expressing interest in
signing the repeal.
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
recently said "I do" to supporting
same-sex marriage, and other company
owners continue to step forward with
that same stance.
Similarly, Microsoft founder Bill
Gates and CEO Steve Ballmer have
each donated $ 100,000 to the effort for
legalizing gay marriage.
Since USD is located in California,
where according to the Public Policy
Institute of California, 44% of the state
identifies themselves as Democratic,
this repeal is something to be aware
of as it is affecting the work force that
college students enter upon graduation.
It will also change the lives of
same-sex couples across the country,
including many college students with
hopes of being able to marry whoever
they choose.

The repeal of the DOMA will
give same sex married couples more
than 1,000 benefits that they do not
currently have.
If the repeal is successful, they
will be able to file taxes jointly, receive
Social Security benefits and qualify for
specified tax exemptions.
The Human Rights Campaign
with the support of large corporations
has said that DOMA is both
unconstitutional and bad for businesses
because it creates problems with taxes
as they try to treat all employees fairly.
Currently, same-sex couples have
to pay federal income tax on health
benefits that are provided to a spouse
through employer-sponsored insurance
plans.
By repealing DOMA, same-sex
couples will no longer have to deal
with the financial and time consuming
burden of tax reimbursements and
separation of taxes and insurance plans.
As more USD students become
aware of this new coalition of
businesses, it is hard not to agree with
the support they are giving towards the
repeal of DOMA.

"I think it's great to hear about
big businesses standing up in support
of same-sex marriage" said junior
Amanda Johnson. "As more and more
people speak out in support of this
cause, more and more positive changes
will take place".
There are currently 120,000
married same-sex couples, but DOMA
is threatening to make it more difficult
for same-sex couples to get married or
have rights when they are married.
More businesses have continued
to join the alliance to repeal DOMA.
Google and Groupon were among
many other large corporations to sign
a letter in support of gay marriage
equality.
The results of the petition and
repeal are pending, but with the support
of many large American corporations,
it appears promising.
The benefits that same-sex married
couples will receive if this petition
is passed will be revolutionary and
these new rights will make history
as progress towards equality for all
married couples, independent of gender
and sexuality.
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The common flu has
become an epidemic this
flu season
By Kendall Tich
BUSINESS EDITOR
During the 2012 flu season, many
small American businesses saw their
billable hours shrink dramatically as
their employees fell ill and became un
able to show up to work.
Jenny Vance, owner of LeadJen,
an Indianapolis-based small business,
had multiple workers missing four to
six days of work during the flu season,
decreasing her billable hours by more
than 15 percent.
With the start of 2013 came an
even faster spreading and more physi
cally draining flu than many previous
years. "It seemed like an epidemic,"
said Vance. "It was a domino effect. As
soon as one person got it, it was like
everyone got it."
In fact, the Center for Disease
Control suggests that "everyone who is
at least 6 months of age should get a flu
vaccine this season".
The actual flu season has passed,
but many would say it was the worst
flu season ever and employers around
the country are still feeling the impact
of the health care costs and widespread
employee absences.
Because of these absences, those
who did not catch the flu had to take
work exceptionally hard, even some
times working overtime when they
were not sick.
It was also difficult for many of
these businesses to completely replace
those who have specific expertise in
certain areas.
"What it meant for us was we were
playing catch-up and there were some
projects where because of sheer illness
we got a little behind" said Vance.
This year's flu season started as
early as November, when it usually
starts at the end of December and even
sometimes as late as January.
In fact, the flu still seems to be
spreading in businesses and at colleges
and schools across the country.
At USD, classes have seen an
increasingly high number of absenc
es, which reflects the absences in the

Do you have issues?
So do we.
24 of them in fact.
Come to The Vista Office
(SLP 403B) on Tuesdays at
12:30 p.m. for Writer's Meetings.

GET

you*
FLU
SHOT!
Lauren Hovanesian/The Vista

This year's flu season has had a lasting impact on schools and small businesses

workforce.
"I've had about 5 people miss
ing in every class for the past couple
weeks" said junior Siena Pugnale.
"I've been extra cautious about getting
enough sleep and trying to avoid those
who are sick".
According to the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, from
1976 to today, each year there are more
than 200,000 flu related hospitaliza
tions. from 3,000 to 50,000 deaths and
nearly 111 workdays are lost due to flu
related absences. The dollar figure for
all those sick days and lost productivity
is approximately $7 billion.
In some cases, these costs drive
small businesses into near bankruptcy
situations.
In other cases, many employees
are forced to work overtime or cover
for those who have succumbed to the
flu.
The number of people with the

flu is a sign that college students espe
cially, who are living in close quarters,
need to be especially careful to avoid
the germs that cause it.
As the flu takes over the business
world, USD students also see how the
flu is making its mark on the classes at
this university.
It is important for those who are
employed or for those who are attend
ing school to take extra caution in be
ing around those who are suffering
from the flu.
It is also important to take extra
care and see a doctor with symptoms of
the flu before infecting the rest of the
workplace or school.
It seems as though the flu has
turned into an epidemic this flu sea
son. Those who have fallen victim to
this epidemic are hopeful that it will
end quickly, after being perhaps the
worst flu season the world has seen in
decades.

email managing@usdvista.com

THE VISTA NEEDS
BUSINESS WRITERS!
Write about business news, passport events,
technology, careers, and local companies!
• Impressive for your resume
• Network with local professionals
• Get your writing published
If interested, contact our Business Editor
Kendall Tich (business@usdvista.com)
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SPRING BR2AK 2013
The Spring 2013 semester has been flying by. Believe it or not;qpring break is only a few weeks away! There has been plenty of
chatter on campus about plans for the break. Students are eager to escape the homework and studying and relax in the sun for a
week. Get your sunglasses and tanning lotion ready!because we've got the scoop on Spring Break 2013!

want an easier spring break?

spring break facts

best sunny spots for spring break

Spring break officially began in 1938 when Ft. Lauderdale hosted the
college coaches'swim forum. 300 swimmers and their respective student
bodies attended this inaugural year.

/

Cabo, Lake Tahoe and Hawaii seem to be the popular destinations
for college students this year (and every year). If you want to go
somewhere different this year, then check out the Travel Channel's
•H list of the best spring break destinations for college students!

If you want a fun-filled week but don't want to go too far, check out
these places!

Spring break is an estimated $1 billion per year industry.

1. Punta Cana

About 1.5 million college studentsparticipate in spring break every year.

Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic is
overflowing with stunning beaches, allinclusive accommodations and bustling
nightlife to keep the party going all week
long.

On average, college students consume six drinks per week. On spring break,
men and women consume at least 10 drinks per day.
Every year at least one spring breaker dies from falling off a balcony.

Phot courtesy of Sarah_Ackerman/FlickrCC

2. Puerto Vallarta

w

For those of you craving a Mexican
getaway on a budget, Puerto Vallarta's
bars, beach parties and hidden coves are
your best bet.

I

health an<

Big Bear Lake - Located just
a few hours from San Diego,
Big Bear is a wonderful spring
break destination. Since snow
remains up in the mountains
well into spring, you might catch
a ski or snowboard session at
Bear Mountain Resort or Snow
Summit. However, if the snow is
gone by the time you get there,
you can still boat around the
lake, go wakeboarding or jet skiing, or hike the nearby
mountain trails.

pil

can impair your judgment and actions,le smart and watch out for yourself.

Cathy NguyenfThe Vista

3. Bahamas

Be active. You've probably spent most of the year working at the

computer, studying or in class. During the break, take the opportunity to be
active and get some exercise.

White sands, crystal-clear water and
nonstop entertainment provided by
mega-resorts like Atlantis make the
Bahamas a must!
i

4. Miami
Miami is definitely one of the spring break
hot spots for college students. The pristine
beaches and trendy nightlife in South
Beach make this a favorite among many
vacationers.

Six Flags Magic Mountain - If
you are looking for amusement
park thrills, try Six Flags Magic
Mountain. Not only are its ticket
prices cheaper than those at
Disneyland, but it also has more
rides and roller coasters. Best of
all, it is located just 45 minutes
from Los Angeles which is
another convenient spring
break spot.

. Watch your Step. There may be temptations on your break that involve

Photo courtesy of Atlantis

( different or high-risk activities. Think twice before putting yourself at risk for
injury. Be sure to use appropriate safety gear before venturing out, such as
seat belts, life vests or knee pads.

Protect yourself from the sun. After a cold winter, it's tempting
j
f

....,

\

I

Photo courtesy of BestTropical Beach Vacations

J

to stay in the hot sun all day. Although getting a little sun can have some
benefits, excessive and unprotected sun exposure can result in premature
aging, changes in skin texture and skin cancer. Always wear sunscreen with
at least SPF 15.

alternatives to the stereotype

5. Las Vegas
Vegas may not seem too original, but
there's a reason why it is a popular
destination among college students in
southern California. It's close, convenient,
and the pool parties are phenomenal!

<
Cathy Nguyen/The Vista
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Source: http://www.travelchannel.com/topics/spring-break/index.html
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Photo courtesy of Scream Scape
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Source: http://www.cdc.gov/family/spririgbreak/
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Photo courtesy of City of Palm Springs

Limit alcohol. If drinking alcohol is part of your break, remember that it

Photo courtesy of luckylynda74/FlickrCC

Palm Springs - Palm Springs
is close by and has guaranteed
warm weather, sunshine and
blue skies. Lay out by the pool,
check out the shopping districts
and take in the scenery. This is
definitely the place for you if
you're looking for a relaxing and
convenient getaway.

While hundreds of thousands of students flock to the beaches during
spring break, that crazy scene may not be everyone. As an alternative,
some students prefer alternative spring break activities, usually
focused on service activities. Many USD students have enjoyed going
on service trips such as the Tijuana Spring Breakthrough Immersion
Program. The possibilities for service tourism are diverse, but check
out sites like alternativebreaks.org for examples of what's out there!
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Why you
should be
an
Avatar

By Blanca Torii
ARTS&CULTURE EDITOR
People are shallow. I mean liter
ally.
Our day to day is governed by
what we see, hear, taste, touch, smell.
We live more or less by our five sens
es.
Yet there is one sense in particu
lar that seems to dominate all others:
sight.
Two weeks ago the world's first
bionic eye was released on the mar
ket.
Today also marks the 66th anni
versary of the introduction of the Po
laroid camera, one that takes, devel
ops and prints a picture in one quick
motion.
The U.S. Food and Drug Admin
istration approved the bionic eye Ar
gus II last week. This approval means
that over 20 more years of research,
trials and millions of dollars will be
put into action. Just because it was
approved does not mean the process
is over.
This prosthesis can treat a certain
kind of blindness known as retinitis
pigmentosa. This genetic disease af
fects about 100,000 people in the
U.S., says Popular Science magazine.
The disease kills cells in the ret
ina, the tissue layer at the back of the
eye, that processes light. The rest of
the visual system remains intact.
Through surgery, the Argus II
uses electrodes to send an electric
signal toward the back of retina.
A small video camera is attached
to eyeglasses and a visual proces
sor is placed around the waist of the
wearer.
Information from the video cam
era is sent to the visual processor and
then back to the glasses, where it's
sent to the electrodes.
Although the Argus II can't
completely restore sight, it allows
people to move around indepen
dently. Makes a big difference that
many people do not realize. In most
cases, people take the sight of sense
for granted.
With the green light from the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration,
the Argus II will soon be available in
clinical centers across the country.
In the realm of dialect in particu
lar, the language of sight carries dif
ferent meanings.
People are constantly using it in
different contexts other than the ob
vious.
"Did you see that?" or "I've been
seeing someone for a while now," or
"Oh, I see how it is."
And a more recent one, "[Name]
I see you."
Now this last one, I've only re
cently learned what it means.
Thanks to UrbanDictionary.com,
I now know that one says "I see you,"
"to a person when they're dressed all
fresh and tight," or "when a person
does something remarkable, note
worthy, or just downright weird."
And I admit, I'm addicted to Instagram. Well it erases boredom when
needed.
I've had it for about two months,
since I've upgraded to the iPhone
just before winter break began. So
it's something that's fairly new to me.
That could be a factor in my
fascination with it. But look, it's a
program designed for sight. And ob
viously this is not the only site de
signed for sight.
Every application on the iPhone,
every video game in an arcade or on a
new game system is always designed
for sight.
The motif of eyes and seeing is
noticeable.
What is funny about this is the
efforts people put into being seen.
Whether it is clothing, funny actions,
or accessories, people are always try
ing to be seen.
What makes these action so con
fusing is if most people desire to see
• and be seen, then why is invisibility
often a superpower?

Photos Courtesy of Mercedez-Benz

Left: Vera Wang. Middle top: J Mendel. Middle bottom: Calvin Klein. Top right: Monique L' Huillier. Bottom right: Vera Wang.

New York Fashion Week overcomes Nemo
The blizzard does not stop fashion die-hards during NYFW
By Erin Fogerty
STAFF WRITER
As fashion designers, stylists,
models, journalists and celebrities from
around the world made their way. to the
New York area this past week, so did
the blizzard Nemo. New York Fashion
Week was scheduled to start on Feb. 7
just as Nemo rolled into town.
Nemo covered the city in over
a foot of snow, which caused some
serious logistical problems. Flights
were cancelled and delayed. The streets
of New York were a mess. Many
designers were worried about their
models and guests arriving on time or
at all for their shows. Fashion designer
Marc Jacobs announced that he had to
reschedule his show from Monday to
Thursday because of the storm.
Jacobs released a memo on

opening night.
"We are writing to let you know
that due to delivery issues with fabric
arid accessories we have made the
decision to postpone our collection
show to Thursday, Feb. 14th."
Marc Jacobs International president
Robert Duffy said that bags, shoes and
fabrics had not made it to the city in
time to go through with the show.
This year, there were two types of
people at NYFW.
First, there were the designers and
guests who wore sensible footwear and
bundled up to keep warm in the storm.
Michael Kors was even caught rocking
a pair of Ugg boots as he arrived
at Lincoln Center for the "Project
Runway" show. On the other end of
the spectrum were the fashion devotees
who were in complete denial that they
were in the middle of a blizzard. The
latter half took to the streets in fiveinch Manolo Blahnik heels and really
showed their dedication to fashion.

Fashion designer Kenneth Cole
commented on the natural disaster.
"This weather is crazy, but it's
going to take more than Nemo to
separate a woman from her heels."
"What, did they think those heels
were ice picks?" fashion personality
Robert Verdi said.
NYFW came to an end last
Thursday and proved that nothing could
get in the way of fashion, not even a
blizzard. Stars such as Miley Cyrus,
Olivia Wilde, Jessica Chastain and
Drew Barrymore braved the weather
to get front row seats at their favorite
designers' shows.
Other celebrities took a trip
down the catwalk themselves for The
Heart Truth Red Dress Collection
Fashion Show. This annual fashion
show promotes heart health awareness
among women. For the event, fashion
designers such as Badgley Mischka,
Oscar de la Renta and Zac Posen donate
red dresses for celebrities to rock on

the runway. This year Minka Kelly,
Kylie and Kendall Jenner, Gabrielle
Douglas and Kelly Osboume were a
few of the celebrities that walked down
the runway to promote women's heart
health awareness.
Attendees of shows during fashion
week are strictly restricted to celebrities,
fashionistas, buyers and the press. For
those who can't but want access to the
shows, the Mercedes-Benz Fashion
Week's website provides fashion
lovers with a virtual VIP pass. On the
website there are high quality, live
streaming videos from inside the tents
that play fashion shows as they unfold.
Also, Twitter and Instagram have been
flooded with pictures from Fashion
Week. Stylist and designer Rachel Zoe
provided her followers with personal,
backstage access to her own collection
and other designer's shows.
New York tackled blizzard Nemo
and successfully kicked off this fashion
world tour in style.

Photos Courtesy of Mercedes-fienz

Left: Jill Stuart. Right: Herve Leger.
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Moxie Theatre shows Toni Morrison's "The Bluest Eye'

The author s novel is interpreted for the stage with spare props but huge talent
By Alyssa Ong
ASST. A&C EDITOR

"There can't be anyone, I am sure,
who doesn't know what it feels like to
be disliked, even rejected, momentarily
or for sustained periods of time."
The words of Toni Morrison her
first novel "The Bluest Eye," conveys
much of the sentiments of the main
character.
The collaborative effort of The
Mo'olelo Theatre Company and the
Moxie Theatre brings this novel to life
on the stage. The question on everyone's
lips the night of Feb. 15 in the cramped
but homey Moxie Theatre was, "Have
you read the book?"
The audience seemed to be split
between those who have and those who
had and had not.
I thought it would be such a
distraction to be seated an arm's length
from another audience member in the
claustrophobic yet minutely elevated
seating area. Yet when the play began,
1 felt completely immersed into the
story of a young black girl named
Pecola Breedlove who leads a hard life
in 1940s Ohio. Pecola hopes that her
prayers of attaining blue eyes would
give her the love she desires.

The stage set and props, including
surprising trap doors and ingenious
contraptions, made the play a lot
more light-hearted than how the novel
plays out. The play is not as explicit in
retelling the oppressive circumstances
of Pecola Breedlove, but it echoes
the same, moderately viewer-friendly
reenactment for the stage. In many
scenes, the living conditions of Pecola
and her playmates Frieda and Claudia,
who also act as narrators, echo the setup
of the scene. Pecola would stand alone
to the side while Frieda and Claudia
would frolic around the stage.
There was one scene in particular
where Mr. and Mrs. Breedlove were
caught in a fight which may have advised
viewer discretion due to its violence if
it were played out exactly as did the
novel. On stage, the scene is played out
with Mrs. Breedlove throwing pots and
pans in the air towards her husband in
slow motion, while the character Frieda
narrates their fight
using palatable,
animated language. Although this
artistic interpretation may not be the
most accurate portrayal of that scene,
the director Delicia Turner did her best
to adapt it to the stage.
Another technique used in this
adaptation was to have the actors
and actresses play multiple roles on
stage, such as having Mrs. Breedlove
changing into a gossipmonger with her
lady friends from one scene to the next

with slight wardrobe alterations.
The most captivating effect of the
play was the 1940s ragtime and blues
soundtrack into the play's setting. In
addition, hearing the young performers
Frieda, Claudia and Pecola sing and
hum melodies to evoke the time period
alters the mood for me like no other
prop or lighting could to bring back the
magic of that moment to life.
In Pecola's world of Mary Jane
candies, Shirley Temple movies and
blonde hair, blue-eyed dolls, she lives
out meaning of negative comparisons.
Delusion or not, the play ends on a
reflective and powerful message that
is no different from the book. Can we
really love and accept the skin we live
in?
The post-show talk with Starla
Lewis, a Black Studies Professor
from Mesa College, addresses those
concerns of self-acceptance and social
beauty standards which is a theme that
is prevalent not only in the play but in
our lives today as well. She remarks
how the play could have been renamed
under different names besides the bluest
eye and suggests "the blondest hair or
the biggest boobs," yet the message
sang loud and clear. The conclusion
was one of coming to terms with selfacceptance and not judging per the
standards of society.

Hie Bluest Eye

Adapted byLydia Diamond

Graphic courtesy of MoxieTheatre

Toni Morrison's book "The Bluest Eye" was intrerpreted into a play production by director
DeliciaTurner a t T h e MoxieTheatre in El Cajon.

Photos courtesy of Katelyn McCullough

Top left:The interior ofTheTractor Room exudes upscale casual with business-like chairs in t h e front and a bar party in the back. Bottom left: salmon/shrimp cake.Top right: Wild boar and potato spring roll. Bottom right: ravioli,
tomato salad, pork ribs, boar and potato spring roll.

Foodie on a mission: The Tractor Room serves boar, buffalo and elk
The sister restaurant to Hash House A Go Go goes easy on the portions
By Katelyn McCullough
CONTRIBUTOR
It's
always five
o'clock
somewhere. When it strikes this hour
in Hillcrest, it's happy hour at The
Tractor Room.
The Tractor Room is the sister
restaurant to Hash House A Go Go,
a restaurant with a twisted farm food
concept and humongous portions.
While The Tractor Room still retains
the large, hearty portions, it puts an
upscale spin on them. Hash House's
twisted farm food concept also trans
lates to the restaurant's atmosphere,
which can be quite overwhelming.

Whereas at The Tractor Room, one
can sit down, enjoy a drink and a meal
without feeling rushed to make way
for other guests.
In a manner of speaking, The
Tractor Room is the Hash House
of night time. The restaurant offers
brunches on Saturday and Sunday as a
way of handling the overflow at Hash
House, but nighttime is its mainstay.
When the owners Johnny Rivera and
Craig "Andy" Beardslee decided to
open a second location, they wanted
a place where people could order an
entree and an honest cocktail. And
to divert from the concept of Hash
House, The Tractor Room was created
to be without an air of competition as
to who can eat more of the gargantuan

portions. They also incorporated a
1920s theme to the restaurant with a
black curtain as the entrance, dimmed
lighting, antlers and trains adorning
the ceilings and walls. When enter
ing the room, another era pervades
the space. The vintage-style room is
topped off with a high bar to cater to
the drinks and intimate seating.
Now, The Tractor Room is not for
the faint of heart, especially concern
ing meat. To put it lightly, it is not
very vegetarian friendly. The basis of
the menu is meat. The menu leaves out
typical meats in favor of game meats
such as boar, buffalo and elk. Every
dish has some sort of meat component
in it or adorning it. The restaurant
should sit high atop one's list of places

to try, especially for happy hour. Dur
ing the designated times, the drinks are
all approximately $6 and the dishes
for happy hour are each $3 to $4. Two
dishes could easily feed one person,
although the best part of happy hour is
savoring many. The two most popu
lar dishes, on the normal menu and
happy hour menu, are the Wild Boar
and Potato Spring Roll, as well as the
Crispy Elk Sausage Ravioli. Both are
toasted to perfection and decadent
in flavor, a perfect blend between
comfort and innovation. Some of the
other notable dishes on the happy hour
menu are the salmon and shrimp cake,
the pork ribs with a soy teriyaki sauce
and the tomato salad with pesto. The
simplicity explodes in each of these

dishes. There are no frivolous sides or
garnishes to distract the patron from
what should be the main focus of the
plate. At most there are a few potatoes
with each plate to remind the patron of
the era in which they are immersed.
A key thing to remember about
The Tractor Room is that it is refined
casual with wholesome meals made a
bit more upscale. The Tractor Room
provides the customer with a calendar
of deals, such as Taco Tuesdays and
35 percent off cocktails on Wednes
days. The calendar changes every
month so boredom is not an option.
The next time five o'clock rolls around
and the beach seems a tad too distant,
look to Hillcrest, as there is always a
party there.

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2013

14

ARTS & CULTURE

EDITOR

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Blanca Torii

Khea Pollard

Students celebrate Mardi Gras in New Orleans
By lori Pappas
CONTRIBUTOR
Mardi Gras. What's the big deal?
New Orleans native, senior Chet
Vaughn, had a lot to say about the
unique celebration. Before embarking
on the hour long discussion, Vaughn
offered me a slice of the famous King
Cake.
This slice of purple, green and
gold really was a sight to see, much
like all Mardi Gras doings. Vaughn
said that King Cake was just the
beginning of what Mardi Gras is all
about.
Inside every King Cake is a tiny
baby. In general the synthetic babe
is plastic, but sometimes it might be
made of porcelain or even gold. The
tradition of having King Cake parties
has evolved over time. The person
who receives the piece of cake with
the baby is asked to continue the
festivities by hosting the next King
Cake party.
It seems that Mardi Gras is one
prolonged party.
A Krewe is an organization that
requires one to shell out a few bucks
to have the privilege of hosting a
parade and ball for Mardi Gras. The
ball consists of a presentation of

the court, dinner and dancing. The
invitation-only occasion is a much indemand event.
Senior Carder Lamb had the
pleasure of attending the Mid City
Ball.
"The Mid City Ball was like
nothing I'd ever experienced. It was
overflowing with tradition and made
me nostalgic for the experiences that
I hold close to my heart," Lamb said.
One such tradition are the
extravagant parades. For each parade,
Krewe has a unique history and
theme. The floats are family-oriented
and virtually never co-ed.
The parade stretches 5 to 6 miles
down St. Charles Street in New
Orleans and thousands of people
gather along the streets and on their
balconies to watch.
King Cake, the Mid City Ball
and the parades all lead up to what
is known as "Fat Tuesday." The term
Mardi Gras is a French expression
meaning "Fat Tuesday" and refers to
the last chance for people to indulge
before Lent.
The celebration of Mardi Gras
must differ invariably depending on
the place in which it's celebrated.
So Mardi Gras in New Orleans is
definitely one of the main destinations.
As senior Kelly Kristoff said, "It is the
world's greatest party."

1

USD students travelled to the city of New Orleans, a place which is the hometown of some, to celebrate the infamous holiday of Mardi
Gras, wherein a huge event unfolds in the streets of the raucous city.
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Tegan and Sara, a girl band duo that has been around since the mid-'90s, has released its new album at the end of January of this year, which is entitled "Heartthrob," thrilling new and old fans.

Photo courtesy ofTegan and Sara

Tegan and Sara releases new album "Heartthrob"
By Margaret Hartley
CONTRIBUTOR
Packed with punchy beats and a
sing-along anthem, Tegan and Sara's
seventh album "Heartthrob" proves
once again that these girls know how
to rock. The Canadian duo consists of
identical twin sisters Tegan Rain Quin
and Sara Keirsten Quin. Some modern
artists similar to Tegan and Sara's
sound include Icona Pop, The Yeah

1

The song is about getting closer to
someone without knowing them on a
deeper level. All of the new songs off
their seventh album show their growth
from depressed teen tunes. The girls are
done with complaining about lost love
and feeling self-pity and have moved
on to channel the memories with an
optimistic spirit.
"Heartthrob" also includes many
sounds that are reminiscent of the '80s.
The band cites Cyndi Lauper and Pat
Benetar as influences. The artists share
the same punchy yet soft and nasal
vocals.
The girls have been writing songs

Yeah Yeahs and Metric.
"Heartthrob" was released on
Jan. 29th and debuted at No. 3 on the
Billboard Top 200, the highest album
achievement for the band. The first
single "Closer" from the album was
released four months prior. The upbeat
sound and electro-pop elements are the
product of producer Greg Kurstin who
has done a lot of workvwith pop artist
Kesha. The song has a very simple
concept for listeners to grasp; it's about
getting more intimate with someone.
"So let's make things physical,
I won't treat you like you're oh so
typical," Tegan sings.

Ln

4

"Sara" musicians, the girls changed
their name for future albums to Tegan
and Sara. They also felt that this name
was easier to pronounce.
In 2002 the girls were signed to
Neil Young's Vapor Records label.
Later that year they released their
second album, "This Business of Art"
under the label.
The duo has already began touring
for the "Heartthrob" album, but will
be making no stops in San Diego. The
closest they will get is at the Coachella
Music Festival in Indio, CA on April
12 and April 19.

Fowler Park
Crossword
rosswori

3

2

and playing the guitar since they were
fifteen. The two Canadians formed their
band in 1995 in Calgary, Alberta. They
used their school's recording studio to
record their first two demo albums and
in 1998 they won their town's garage
band competition. They used the studio
time from the competition to record
their very first professional demo. They
had three separate demos: "Yellow
tape, Red tape, and Orange tape."
Their first album "Under Feet Like
Ours" came out in 1999 and the girls
released it independently. For their first
album their name was Sara and Tegan.
Wanting to stand out against other
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Across
I. The best pitcher on a base
ball team; Also a domino
marked with one spot.
4. The player position in base
ball for defending the infield
area on the third-base side of
second base.
6. An area in a baseball outfield
between two outfielders when
they are in normal positions.
8. A home run hit with the
bases loaded.
9. A commercially sponsored
baseball league for boys and
girls from 8 to 12 years old.
II. Done so as to evade notice.
12. An out in baseball resulting
from a batter's being charged
with three strikes.
14. The second game of a
baseball doubleheader; Also an
alcoholic drink taken at the end
of the day.
16. The part of a baseball field
beyond the infield and between
the foul lines.
17. A shelter dug in a hillside.
Answers to Feb. 14 crossword

17

Down
2. Being in the fourth position
in the batting order of a base
ball team.
3. A pitch intentionally thrown
near the batter's head or body.
5. The unofficial title signi
fying the achievement of a
baseball player who at the end
of a season leads the league in
batting average, home runs,
and runs batted in.
7. A screen placed around the
back and sides of the home
plate area to stop baseballs dur
ing batting practice.
10. A baseball pitch thrown
at full speed and often rising
slightly as it nears the plate.
13. A square or rhombusshaped figure usually oriented
with long diagonal vertical
sides..
15. A hit in baseball that
enables the batter to make a
complete circuit of the bases
and score a run.
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The Grammys takes place every February to the delight of those thirty for entertainment via celebrities (left to right: Adele,Taylor Swift and Rihanna), fashion and music all wrapped up in one televised program.

The 55th Annual Grammys drop ratings despite enthusiasm
By Meredith Mellon
CONTRIBUTOR
Every February, some of the most
well-known performers in the music
industry come together to celebrate
the year in music. Despite the ratings
drop from 40 to 28 million viewers,
the show was filled with stunning
performances, surprised winners,
sore losers and fun fashion. Plenty of
drama ensued.

&

This year the Grammys pulled
out all the stops for the performances.
It included the Bob Marley tribute
with Rihanna and Sting and the duet
between Adam Levine and Alicia
Keys.
Justin Timberlake, who hadn't
performed at the Grammys in five
years, performed two songs, "Suit
and Tie" and a new song from his
upcoming album. His sound is new to
many fans. Even though Timberlake's
new style seems to reflect the style of
years past, including his performance
which was televised in black

and white. A performance unlike
Timberlake's was Taylor Swift's.
The perpetually heartbroken singer
sang "We are never ever getting back
together."
Some of the winners of the night
were expected such as Adele or Carrie
Underwood who usually clean up their
categories due to their powerhouse
voices. Many of the other winners
were unexpected as many categories
did not have a front-runner. When
Frank Ocean won for Best Urban
Contemporary Album, the media
cared more about fellow nominee

Chris Brown's reaction rather than
Oceans' win. Brown and Ocean had
gotten into a physical fight just a
few days prior and at the Grammys;
Brown was one of the only audience
members who didn't stand for his
opponent's win. The biggest award
of the night, Album of the Year, went
to Mumford and Sons for the band's
album "Babel." The band has been
nominated in years past but this was
their first win at the Grammys. While
the purpose of the night is to award
artists for their music, many viewers
were focused on the fashion.

Prior to the event, many news
outlets, including the Hollywood
Reporter, had reported that CBS had
sent out a notice to all attendees with
strict wardrobe rules for the night.
Despite being told to cover up for the
evening, many of the women didn't
follow the rules. Katy Perry, Jennifer
Lopez and Kelly Rowland were
among many who showed a lot of skin
on the red carpet.
The Grammy Awards brought
together live performances, daring
fashion and exceptional awards to
those who more or less deserved them.
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There's no
place like
home: how
sports venues
play a role in
the game

By Alex Bullock
SPORTS EDITOR
Sports are unique because they
have a long and well-documented his
tory. There are only a few ways to score
a basket or a touchdown or a goal, but
there are infinite ways to win a game.
No two games are exactly alike. They
all tell a different story.
These games are all played on the
same fields of play, but the environ
ments in which they are played vary as
much as the games being played there.
The basic dimensions of the court or
the field are the same, but the similari
ties end there.
Seating capacity, fan behavior,
weather conditions and so much more
contribute to the atmosphere created
at each specific venue. For me, his
tory and the passion of the fans are the
most influential factors in what makes
a sporting venue great.
Cameron Indoor Stadium is home
to the Duke University Blue Devils
basketball team as well as their pas
sionate fan base affectionately known
as the Cameron Crazies.
The building may be relatively
old and have a limited seating capac
ity compared to the venues for other
national powers, but the continued
success of the team under coach Mike
Krzyzewski and the proximity of the
fans to the court makes Cameron In
door one of, if not the most intimidat
ing places to play in college basketball.
In fact, the Blue Devils have not
lost to a non-conference opponent at
home since losing to the St. John's Uni
versity Red Storm in 2000.
The Green Bay Packers of the
National Football League play in the
smallest metropolitan area in the Unit
ed States that hosts a major sports fran
chise.
Their fans, however, are some
of the fiercest in all of sports. In fact,
the team is a non-profit organization
owned by the community. Their sta
dium, Lambeau Field, has hosted im
portant games since 1957.
The combination of the Packers'
devoted fans and the often inclement
weather of Green Bay has made Lam
beau Field one of the toughest places to
play, as well as one of the NFL's signa
ture venues.
Two of Major League Baseball's
most storied venues are also home to
two of its most popular franchises:
Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red
Sox, and Wrigley Field, home of the
Chicago Cubs.
These two teams each experi
enced decades-long championship
droughts, yet the fans still sold out the
stadiums and supported their teams,
no matter how depressed their failures
made them feel.
The ivy walls of Wrigley and the
Green Monster that looms over left
field at Fenway are staples of the ex
perience of watching a ballgame there.
Thousands of games have been
played at these places and each of those
games has had their own narrative, but
these stadiums have provided a consis
tent backdrop since the 1910s.
These venues are home to teams
with rich history and dedicated fans.
The character of a venue is more
than just the physical architecture and
the amenities they offer to the fans. It
takes a certain spirit to make a venue
special.
With the opening of Fowler Park,
the USD baseball team has an oppor
tunity to give their own building some
character of its own by having a suc
cessful inaugural season and hosting
an NCAA Regional or, even better, a
Super Regional.
The stadium has impressive ar
chitecture, but its up to the success of
the team and the support of the fans
to make the stadium into a truly great
place to play.
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NBA all-stars shine the brightest in Houston
The Western Conference All-Stars are victorious, Terrence Ross
wins the Sprite Slam Dunk Contest, and the rest of the events
from the NBAs All-Star Weekend
By Edwin Blebu
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

The NBA's all-star weekend of
ficially began Friday evening with the
Sprint Celebrity Game. The celebri
ties were divided into two teams, East
versus West, and it was the West team
that won 58-38. Some notable celebrity
players include R&B recording art
ist Trey Songz, comedian Kevin Hart,
actor Josh Hutcherson and Olympic
champion Usain Bolt.
The West team, led by last year's
MVP Kevin Hart, got out to a fast start
going up 30-19 and sustained the lead
throughout the game. Despite only
scoring five points during the game
Hart was awarded MVP for the sec
ond consecutive year. Hart's dramatic
acceptance speech when he received
the MVP trophy was met with several
laughs in the audience at the end of the
game.
The BBVA Rising Stars Chal
lenge was a battle of the hand-selected
teams by TNT's NBA analysts Shaquille O'Neal and Charles Barkley.
Team Shaq and Team Chuck were
comprised of exceptional first
and
second year players in the NBA. This
year Team Chuck won the game 163135. Denver Nuggets forward Kenneth
Faried was awarded the game's MVP
as he scored 40 points and grabbed 10
rebounds. Cleveland Cavaliers guard
Kyrie Irving tallied 32 points and six
assists for Team Shaq.
The Taco Bell Skills Challenge
is a showcase of the various ball skills
of the elite point guards in the NBA.
This year's competition included Jrue
Holliday of the Philadelphia 76ers, Damian Lillard of the Portland Trail Blaz
ers, Jeff Teague of the Atlanta Hawks,
Brandon Knight of the Detroit Pistons,
Tony Parker of the San Antonio Spurs
and Jeremy Lin of the Houston Rock
ets.
The rookie Lillard emerged victo
rious from the talented group of guards,
defeating Holiday in the final round. In

Rookie guardTerrence Ross of theToronto Raptors won the 2013 Sprite Slam Dunk Contest

addition to being crowned the winner
of the challenge, Lillard also won a
$25,000 collegiate scholarship through
the Boys and Girls Club of Houston,
Texas for a young man by the name of
Poppie Simmons.
Going into Saturday evening,
The Footlocker Three-Point Contest
was widely considered to be a two-man
competition between Stephen Curry of
the Golden State Warriors and Steve
Novak of the New York Knicks.
However, it was Irving of the
Cavaliers who stole the show and ad
vanced to the second round against
Matt Bonner of the San Antonio Spurs.
Irving would go on to win the compe
tition by scoring 23 points in the final
round.
Widely considered by many
to be the main attraction of Saturday
night's All-Star festivities, the Sprite

The dugout diaries:
next pitch
A Torero baseball player
reflects on his experience as a
student-athlete at USD
By Jack Shannon
STAFF WRITER
The opening of Fowler Park was
truly an amazing experience for all
those that came out to the Ballpark.
The hard work put in by those involved
was on full display throughout the
weekend. Unfortunately for the Torero
baseball team, we were unable to get
a win in the opening series against the
San Diego State University Aztecs. I
could think of a dozen reasons why we
got swept this weekend, but in the end
we simply just got beat.

Friday's game marked the first
night game in Torero baseball history
and the first nationally televised Torero
baseball game. Fox Sports San Diego
covered the game and telecasted it na
tionally via Fox Collegiate Sports. The
pre-game ceremonies centered around
honoring Ron and Alexis Fowler for
their generous donation to USD Athlet
ics. Athletic Director Ky Snyder and
President Dr. Mary Lyons each spoke
prior to the game thanking the Fowler
family.
Saturday's game was the first offi
cial alumni day at Fowler Park. The in

Slam Dunk Contest featured six of win the game 143-138 as Chris Paul
the league's athletic dunkers: Terrence was selected as MVP scoring 20 points
Ross of the Toronto Raptors, Kenneth , and adding 15 assists. Paul is the first
Faried of the Denver Nuggets, Gerald player from the Los Angeles Clippers
Green of the Indiana Pacers, James to receive MVP honors at an All-Star
White of the New York Knicks, Eric game.
Kevin Durant of the Oklahoma
Bledsoe of the Los Angeles Clippers,
and last year's winner Jeremy Evans of City Thunder scored 30 points for the
the Utah Jazz.
West and Dwayne Wade of the Miami
Ross and Evans advanced to the Heat added 21 points for the East. Ar
final round where Ross was able to win guably the top defensive plays of Sun
the contest by performing a between day evening came from Kobe Bryant of
the legs dunk while jumping over a the Los Angeles Lakers as he blocked
young man. Ross' dunk was voted on two jump shots attempted by last sea
by fans watching the contest at home son's MVP LeBron James.
and gave him a unanimous victory over
Although very little defense was
the previous champion Jeremy Evans.
played over the course of 48 minutes,
Sunday's All-Star game was a fans were able to see the NBA's best
series of highlight dunks, defensive players compete and represent their re
plays, and all around jaw dropping of spective teams and conferences on one
fensive sequences from this season's of the biggest stages in all of basket
top NBA stars. The West managed to ball.

augural alumni day was centered on the
honoring of past Torero baseball coach
John Cunningham. Past players were
brought on the field prior to the game
and watched as coach Cunningham
was honored by having his number 33
retired. The Torero baseball team also
wore throwback uniforms and hats that
only had a "U" on the front to honor
coach Cunningham.
Sunday's game was a day game
and it was also military appreciation
day Military Appreciation Day. Prior
to the game the Marine Corps party
band performed and military personnel
received tickets to the game at a dis
counted price. To honor those serving
we wore a Torero blue and Columbia
blue camouflage jersey, by far the cool
est jersey I have ever worn.
This weekend's series has taught
our team a lot; most importantly we
have work to do. We are bleeding inside
and will have to wear this weekend's
losses for a while, but we won't let this
affect our play. It's definitely not time
to panic or worry, but there definitely
needs to be a sense of urgency to get
things going.
Although the negatives out
weighed the positives this weekend,

Photo courtesy of Alexandra Green

TheToreros baseball team wore camoflouged jerseys on Sunday to honor the members of our country's military

the positives were still significant. Of
fensively, junior shortstop Logan Davis
had a great weekend at the plate, after
struggling to find his rhythm for most
of the fall and winter, Davis had six
hits, two runs scored and two stolen
bases over this weekend's three games.
"Coach Johnson and myself have
been working on my bat angle and fo
cusing on hitting the ball hard on the
ground," Davis said. "I was able to that
this weekend and get a few line drive
hits."
As far as Torero pitching, the
bullpen was phenomenal. The com-

"This week
end's series has
taught our team
a lot...We are
bleeding inside
and will have to
wear this week
ends losses for
a while, bat we
won t let this af
fect our playA
bined efforts of freshmen PJ Conlon,
Daniel Reitzler, Troy Connors, sopho
more Max Homick, junior Sheldon
Eckstrand and seniors Jack Shannon
and Trevor Bayless limited the Aztecs
to one run over 13 innings of relief
while striking out 15 and only surren
dering two walks.
Although the score wasn't what
we had hoped for, the weekend was
still memorable as Fowler Park opened
its gates.
As always, I encourage all of you
to come out and support the team in the
upcoming series against the Kent State
University Golden Flashes. See you at
the game!
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Men's basketball
falls to Santa Clara
61-52; looks ahead
to the final games of
the regular season
The Toreros are looking to fin
ish the season strong heading
into the WCC Championships
in the game before settling on the final
deficit of nine points. With the loss to
Santa Clara Broncos the Toreros fall to
13-14 overall and 6-6 in the West Coast
Conference.
The Toreros will finish off their
USD men's basketball team failed
to earn a win on the road as they lost to three game road trip with games against
the Santa Clara University Broncos on the University of Portland Pilots and
Feb. 14 by a score of 61-52. The To the Gonzaga University Bulldogs be
reros are 4-9 when playing away from fore returning home for their final two
regular season games against the Uni
the Jenny Craig Pavilion this season.
Senior forward Ken Rancifer versity of San Francisco Dons and the
scored a team-high of 17 points while Pepperdine University Waves.
The Toreros were 3-1 against
sophomore guard Johnny Dee added
15 points while grabbing a career-high these four teams the first time they
eight rebounds. The Broncos were led played this season, with their only loss
by senior forward Marc Trasolini who coming against the Bulldogs on Feb. 2.
recorded a double-double, tallying 17 The games against the Pilots, Dons and
Waves came early in the season dur
points and 10 rebounds.
Toreros were down 14-2 before ing a five-game win streak. Since that
sophomore forward John Sinis checked streak, however, the Toreros are 2-6.
The Toreros are currently in fifth
into the game. Sinis provided the To
reros with immediate offense as he hit place in the WCC. If the standings re
main the same through the end of the
three three-pointers.
As Rancifer got into an offensive regular season, the Toreros' will have
rhythm hitting three foul shots and a to win four games in five days at the
three pointer, the Toreros were able to WCC Championships in Las Vegas in
come back to take a 25-23 lead going order to earn a bid to the NCAA Men's
Division I Basketball Tournament.
into halftime.
The Toreros last won the WCC
The early stages of the second
half saw numerous lead changes, with Championship in 2008 when the event
the Toreros last lead of the game com was held at USD's Jenny Craig Pavil
ing with 10 minutes remaining at 38- ion. That year, the Toreros were the
35. The Broncos took control of the third seed in the tournament and only
game going up by as many as 11 points needed to win three games to win the
with less than three minutes remaining title and the NCAA tournament berth.

By Edwin Blebu
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

Dr. Jerry Buss watched his Lakers win 10 NBA Championships during his time as owner

Dr. Jerry Buss, owner of the Los
Angeles Lakers, dies at age 80
Laker fans at USD react to the news
By Alex Bullock
SPORTS EDITOR
On Monday Feb. 18, Dr. Jerry
Buss, owner of the Los Angeles Lakers,
passed away at the age of 80. Buss pur
chased the team in 1979, and since then
the Lakers have won 10 NBA Champi
onships, the most by any team in that
time period.
The Lakers are one of the world's
most famous sports franchises and have
fans all over the globe. Many of those
fans are students at USD.
Junior Justin Tarn called Buss one
of the greatest owners in sports history.
"Dr. Jerry Buss will be remem
bered as the architect of arguably the

most successful team in NBA history,"
said Tam.
Buss was responsible for orches
trating the creation of the exciting
Lakers teams of the 1980s known as
the Showtime Lakers. Lead by hallof-famers Earvin "Magic" Johnson,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and James Wor
thy, the Lakers won five NBA titles and
made the finals all but two years in that
decade.
The remaining five titles dur
ing Buss's time as owner came in the
2000s. Lead by the likes of Kobe Bry
ant, Shaquille O'Neal, Pau Gasol and
legendary coach Phil Jackson, the Lak
ers regained their winning ways of the
1980s.
"The passing of Dr. Buss is tru

ly a great loss," said junior Camden
Wicker. "I've been fortunate enough to
witness five NBA titles from my favor
ite team and a lot of that can be credited
to him. He'll be extremely missed by
Laker players and fans alike."
Buss leaves a legacy behind him
not only for the Lakers organization
but for the NBA and the Southern Cali
fornia area as well.
"He is the architect of today's
NBA and paired entertainment, doing
business and winning in a way that has
yet to be repeated," said senior Jona
than Gillie.
"Beyond that, he was a self-made
man and Lakers fans will forever be
grateful for all the great years and
memories."
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TheToreros baseball team got off to a rough start this season, losing to the Aztecs 8-1, 4-2 and 5-3 in three games last weekend

The Torero baseball team gets swept by rival San
Diego State in Fowler Park's opening weekend

The Aztecs win the first three games in the history of the park,
spoiling USD's celebratory weekend
OPENER, continued from Front
Page
based in the 35 years he spent as
a baseball coach for the Toreros. As
coach, Cunningham led the .program to
its respected position as a national con
tender in college baseball. His number
33 was retired before the start of the
game. This marks the first number re
tired in the history of USD Athletics.
Opening night was something
special, with the smell of garlic fries in
the air, a sold out crowd of 1,921 faqs,
and electricity in both dugouts, base
ball season had finally arrived. With

major league talented pitchers on both
sides, many scouts could be seen in the
stands.
Junior pitcher Dylan Covey of
the Toreros and sophomore pitcher Mi
chael Cederoth of the Aztecs each pose
a challenge for opposing hitters. The
two starters can throw in the high 90s,
with Cederoth even hitting 101 mph at
one point.
The bats came ready for the Az
tecs, compiling eight runs on 14 hits.
Junior second baseman Tim Zier led
the way with three hits and 3 RBI's.
Junior shortstop Logan Davis had three

hits for the Toreros, but the Aztecs
pitching staff was very efficient in their
8-1 victory.
On Saturday night, the Toreros
got a chance at redemption with junior
ail-American Michael Wagner on the
mound. The Aztecs had another hard
throwing right-hander in junior Philip
Walby on the mound. Wagner pitched
six innings and gave up just three runs
while Walby left after three and one
third innings, giving up one run.
Tension rose in the ninth inning
as the Toreros had runners on second
and third base and down 4-2 with no

outs, but freshman closer Bubba Derby
was able to seal the win for the Aztecs.
Sunday's game concluded the
series, with the Toreros wearing their
new blue camouflage jerseys for the
first time this season. Over 1,900 fans
were had the opportunity to listen to the
Marine Party Band before the game.
The Aztecs scored early on Zi
er's two-run single in the third inning
off of the Torero's junior starter Max
McNabb. McNabb went five innings,
giving up three earned runs.
Freshman pitcher PJ Conlon and
sophomore pitcher Max Homick held

the Aztecs scoreless through the final
four innings. Senior left fielder Lucas
Hagberg had two hits and one RBI.
The Aztecs were able to complete
the sweep this weekend with a 5-3 vic
tory. Senior pitcher Ryan Doran was
credited the win for the Aztecs while
Derby picked up his second save of the
series.
With the new season underway,
the Toreros will look to get their first
win of the season as they begin a four
game series against the Kent State Universtity Golden Flashes at Fowler Park,
starting Feb. 22.
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Future USD Surf Club president Forrest Dein surfing off the Gold Coast in Australia

Three generations of Surf Club presidents look to revamp team
By Henry Kittle
CONTRIBUTOR
You won't find them meeting in a
classroom during dead hours or hold
ing events on campus, but the USD
Surf Club has brought surfers together
for over a decade. Whether it's get
ting together for a mellow barbeque
or riding the wonky waves of Mission
Beach, the club's 25 active members
love to get together and share their pas
sion for surfing. Within the Surf Club is
the competition team, which is made of
the top nine surfers including six men's
short boarders, two women's shortboarders and one longboarder.
Every year there are four quali
fying contests followed by States' and
Nationals' in the National Scholastic
Surfing Association collegiate division.

In 2012, the team managed to place
12th at Nationals. An impressive finish,
but many club members are confident
the team can do better.
Last week, the USD Surf Club
elected a new resident for the upcom
ing year, Forrest Dein, a junior from
Hawaii.
The current president, senior
Luke O'Connor from New York, felt
good about the decision.
"I'm excited to pass the team on
to Forrest," O'Connor said. "He's got a
bunch of good ideas and I know he has
the drive to see them through."
Luke's predecessor, senior Alex
Thompson-Mendez from California
was optimistic as well, "We think this
year could be the best the surf team has
ever had. Can't wait to see what we
can do," Thompson-Mendez said.
As president, Dein is focused on

two things: winning contests and hav
ing a bigger presence on campus.
"We're going to be on the look
out for fresh talent coming from trans
fer students and the incoming freshmen
class. For the guys [men's shortboarders] already on the team, the potential
is there; we just need to execute when
we advance into the later rounds [of the
contests]," Dein said. "If we develop
our men's shortboarders, then USD
will have the best college surf team."
Dein added.
Considering how the team has
performed in the longboarding and
women's division this year, Dein's am
bition is supported by the skill of the
club's members. Junior Zach Hines is
the No. 1 ranked surfer in the longboarding division and sophomore
Keenan Lineback is the No. 1 ranked
surfer in the women's division. Head

ing into the state finals on March 8 in
Huntington Beach, Calif., these two
wave riders seem all but unstoppable
and are likely to score big points for
the team.
In the past, the surf team has
struggled to balance social activities
and competitive surfing. "Contests are
a priority but we also want to establish
our club on campus and get more stu
dents involved" Dein said. "Winning
contests helps us gain recognition from
the student body but so does reaching
out and bringing people together with
fun events."
Dein plans on working with club
members to host more events such as
contests with SDSU and UCSD, inner
club mock contests on Mission Beach
and more "classic" BBQ's.
There has also been discussion
among the USD surf community about

starting an annual "Surf Day" where
all students, regardless of skill level,
would be welcome to join the Surf
Club on Mission Beach.
In May, the USD Surf Club will
be co-hosting the "San Diego Surf
Cup" with the USD Club Volleyball
team.
Surfers from USD, UCSD, SDSU
and Point Loma Nazarene University
will be competing for prizes. Free
giveaways will also be on site for fans
and spectators. Ideas for such an event
has been brewing for years and a large
turnout is expected.
"Every school in San Diego has
great surfers who love to compete.
We're psyched to get them all in the
water at once and show them what we
can do on our home turf," said USD
Surf Team Captain and senior Anthony
Mau from Hawaii.

